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	Dear Family,

	

	Our class is starting a new unit in math called Developing Multiplication.  In this unit, students will be introduced to the meaning of multiplication as repeated addition using skip counting and arrays.    
Benchmarks/Goals

Example

Determine whether a group of objects (up to 20) has an odd or even number of members, e.g., by pairing objects or counting them by 2s; 

I drew 8 circles.  I matched one on the left with one on the right.  Since they all match up, I know that 8 is an even number.
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Write an equation to express an even number as a sum of two equal addends.

I know that 4 plus 4 equals 8.  So 8 is an even number.

Use addition to find the total number of objects arranged in rectangular arrays with up to 5 rows and up to 5 columns; write an equation to express the total as a sum of equal addends.

I see 3 counters in each column and there are 4 columns.  So I added:  3 + 3 + 3+ 3.  That equals 12.













Draw a picture graph and a bar graph (with single-unit scale) to represent a data set with up to four categories. 
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Solve simple put-together, take-apart, and compare problems using information presented in a bar graph.
 • How many students like strawberry ice cream and chocolate ice cream? 

• Is there a greater number of vanilla and strawberry votes or chocolate votes?

The activities below are related to this unit. You can do these activities together to enrich your child’s mathematical learning.


	Animal Legs  Choose an animal that your child likes (e.g., cats) and have them describe the animal’s legs (or paws, eyes, and so on). Start with 1 animal and fill in how many legs 1 animal has.  (e.g., one cat has ____ legs) Then add another animal and fill in the total number of legs that 2 animals have. (e.g. two cats have ____ legs)  Continue the discussion of the pattern that emerges. See whether you can determine what comes next. Write skip counting and repeated addition and multiplication expressions to represent the number of legs on different numbers of animals.  (e.g. with five cats - skip counting:  4, 8, 12, 16, 20; repeated addition 4+4+4+4+4 = 20)
Math and Literature Here are some suggestions of children’s books that contain ideas about patterns. Read them together, and discuss the patterns you find. 

~ Clement, Rod, Counting on Frank 

~ Jenkins, Steve, Biggest, Strongest, Fastest
~ Kassirer, Sue, What’s Next, Nina? Math Matters Series
~ Murphy, Stuart J.,  Beep Beep, Vroom Vroom!
~ Schwartz, David M., If You Hopped Like a Frog
~ Watts, Barrie, Watch It Grow Series


	Sincerely,

	The Second Grade Team


Mathematics Family Letter


Grade 2: Unit 6


Developing Multiplication 








Adapted from Pearson Education, Inc.                  Grade 2 
                                         June 2013

