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	Dear Family,

In this first unit students will focus on basic number relationships involving addition and subtraction. They will review addition combinations such as doubles, near doubles, as well as ways to make 10 to help with problem solving situations.  Students will become familiar with the three properties of addition; Commutative Property, Associative Property and Identity Property. Students should become fluent with adding two one-digit numbers.   

Activities to try at home:

Age Adding:  Look for opportunities to practice addition combinations such as doubles, near doubles, as well as ways to make 10.  Have your child add the ages of everyone in your family and/or extended family, or create a list of friends and their ages.  Encourage your child to point out doubles (i.e. 4+4), near doubles (i.e. 4+5) and combinations of 10 (i.e. 4+6 or 3+7).  

Fact “Families”:  Pair up with a family member.  Use your ages to create your own Fact “Family.”

Example:  

Bobby is 5 and Sally is 7.  

Bobby & Sally’s Fact “Family”

5 + 7 = 12



12 – 7 = 5

7 + 5 = 12



12 – 5 = 7

Missing Values Game:  Make or purchase addition and subtraction flash cards.  Cut 3x5 cards in half and paperclip to the flashcard to cover up one of the addends.  Have your child find the missing value.  
Properties of Addition:  

Commutative Property- The addends can be added in any order. 
Example:  2 + 5 =7    5 + 2 = 7

Associative Property- The sum of any three or more addends will stay the same no matter the grouping.
Example: (3 + 4 ) + 6 = 13      3 + (4 +6) = 13

Identity Property-Any number added to zero is going to have the sum of that number.

Example:   0 + 8 = 8
Math and Literature:  Here are some children’s books that contain ideas related to our work in this mathematics unit.  Look for them in your local public library and read them together.

· Hong, Lily Toy, Two of Everything:  A Chinese Folktale
· Pinczes, Elinor J., One Hundred Hungry Ants
· Murphy, Stuart J., Double the Ducks
· Murphy, Stuart J., Earth Day, Hooray!
In our math class, students continue to engage in math problems and activities and share how they solve a given problem.  Most important is that children accurately solve math problems in ways that make sense to them.  At home, encourage your child to explain his or her thinking to you.  

Sincerely,

The Second Grade Team
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